THE   QUEEN'S  LETTER TO LAUZTJN
on your homeward journey with the troops, as he had sent you positive orders to return ; it is not necessary, therefore, that I write you a longer letter, moreover the King has written to you, and mylord Tyrconnel will tell you the orders the King has sent him. . . In the pitiable state of affairs in Ireland, I ask no better than to see you safely here again, and to have your advice in all our business, which is truly in a desperate condition. No one here believes a word we say, nor will listen to our proposals for a descent into England before the Prince of Orange returns there, nor for sending ships into St. George's Channel, which is the most necessary thing in the world, and which nevertheless has been refused for the last six months.
In fine there is no remedy for us at present but to be patient if we can, at any rate I pray God make us so. My heart bleeds to see that we are the cause of the loss and ruin of so many honest men; if ever we were the cause of yours I should never console myself; but I hope that misfortune may not be added to many others, and I flatter myself that I may yet be happy enough to repair your losses (which are as sensible to me as rny own) and to recompense your services. ..."
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269eat one in the midst of my grief. You have been faithful to the promise you made me at parting, that whatever happened you would save the King; you did so, remaining yourself in danger (from which I pray God to deliver you.) Without seeing into my heart, you could not judge of my gratitude, for it is beyond what I can express. I shall try to prove it to you and to the world by my actions, and I have only too many occasions of doing so in protecting you from an infinite number of enemies who have now risen against you, and seek nothing so much as your ruin. The King and I employ ourselves daily in justifying your conduct, which has been faultless, and too perfect for the rest of the French, whom it has put to sharne; I hear there are some among them cowardly enough to justify their own ill-conduct, by accusing yours. I shall uphold it with all my force ; I owe so much to justice and to yourself, for whom, whatever I do, I shall never do half as much as you deserve.
